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The Gallic Wars, Julius Caesar- 10 

Manuscripts, earliest 1,000 years after the 

autograph

Pliny the Younger’s Natural History – 7 

manuscripts, 1,300 years after the autograph

Herodotus’ History – 8 manuscripts, 1,350 

years elapsed

Plato – 7 manuscripts, 1,200 years after the 

autograph

Tacitus’ Annals- 20 manuscripts, 1,000 years 

after the autograph

Homer’s Iliad – 643 Copies – 764 disputed 

lines of text – 40 Lines in ALL N.T. Manuscripts

NO Surviving Manuscripts of any of William 

Shakespeare’s 37 plays (1600’s) and scholars 

have been forced to fill some gaps

N.T. has a fragment within one generation 

from original composition, whole books 

within about 100 years from autograph

Most of the N.T. in less than 200 years

Entire N.T. within 250 years from date of 

completion
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